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2011-2012 School (and Division) Theme:
OEver Growing, Living and

STA Remembers STA Affects Change

Learni

On November 10th, STA took time to re-  Throughout the month of November stu-

member the sacrifices of war veterans and dent s and staff

t ook

Canadian soldiers. Thank you to Mr. Boyko fundraising initiative for Prostate Cancer.

for organizing a moving celebration that al- 6 St achesdé wer e

proud]I

lowed us all to be mindful of the privileges we sported through the halls of STA culminating

enjoy today as a result of seécrificingac- i n a Studentds

Uni on

tions of the past. Thanks also to Miss Doran female staff and students were challenged to
and her Drama 10P class for their dramatic 6 sport a stached for

presentation and to STA Alumni Tristan An- you to all those who patrticipated!
derson for playing the bagpipes during our
celebration.

December 7- Lunch Mass at STA January 9 First day back from Christmas Break
December 19 Grad Photos Begin January 11 Lunch Mass at STA

December 23- Christmas Mass and Dinner January 18 Last day of classes for grades-112
December 24 Christmas Break begins January 20 Last day of classes for grade 9

January 30 Grade 8 Orientation
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Ever Growing, Living and Learning in Christ! :
Throughout the Christmas Season

Christmas Mass

On Friday, December 23 the students and staff of
STA will be taking part in our annual tradition of a
tending mass at Holy Trinity Parish. This opportufity
to celebrate as a faith community, in our communigy
parish is one that we look forward to each year.

Parents and family members are welcome to atter
the mass which will be held at 10:00 at Holy Trinity.

to all classrooms at STA, so that classes can spe

q the season of advent preparing for the celebrationjof
Christds birth. Adventy t
and candles are lit as we pray together reminding pis
of the great good that|]fi

Christmas Dinner coming into the world.
St. Thomas Aquinas High School will be holding itp

annual Christmas‘Dinner in the gym on Friday, Dg- | celebrate the New Year with Holy Trinity'Slew
cember 23' following the Advent mass. Year's Eve Dinner & Dancé Night at the Ball-
_ . _ room" featuring the Edmonton Swing Band. Tickets
This event is hosted by the school to recognize the | 5re available at the Church office. Any proceeds Help
efforts and accomplishments of our students. As it | support the Jamaica Sponsorship Projegts. more

years past, we would greatly appreciate help with] linformation call (780)960135 or (780)2333221.
dessert and cooking turkeys. If you would like to

send in some dessert for our Christmas dinner, it

Advent Wreathes were distributed by religion clas’1§s

can be dropped off in the Foods lab the morning of Bethlehem Walk

the dinner. Please bring desserts in disposable cop-

tainers. If you would like to cook a turkey for our Ever wondered what Bethlehem was like when Jepus
Christmas dinner, please contact Mrs. Johnson atfthpwas born?The West Edmonton Christian Assemblly
school or via email atsjohnson@ecsrd.caPlease is putting on its second annuaéthlehem Walk ear-
feel free to contact Mrs. Johnson if you have any ly December.

questions. Her eds t hhép//wenrbreda.toentbwe/

We ask that each student who attends the Christnjag Admission is free in the daytime and in the even-
dinner make a $ donation that will be donated to} ling. Donations for the food bank are accepted
the Parkland Food Bank. Donations will be collecjeq (optional).

by Block 1 teachers the week before the dinner.

In addition to celebrating mas
(D Did you Know? Father Jader will hear confeg
sion from those students ang

staff who are interested on Dg
cember 7 starting at approxi-
mately 9:00 am.

v

Every year the students and staff at STA bring in donations o
food and gifts for the Kinette Society. This year, through this iry-
tiative, we are able to help 31 Parkland area families have
brighter Christmas. Thank you for your generosity!
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Sr. Boys Basketball

Nick Larocque
Kyle Mahaffey
Josh Burnstad
Mitch Opryshko
Graeme Mann
Clinton Richardson
Bryce Hayes
Tyler Dunning
Steve Nkerabahizi
Taylor Secord
Brennan Young
Omid Poonja
Jayden Chessall

Jr.Varsity Boys
Basketball

Jacob Hruschak
Stuart Berke
Garrett Berke
Brett Miners
Jordan Miners
Riley Nedeljak
Braden Turner
Shaun Ropcean
Mark Korte

Kyle Nesbitt
Josh Dewling
Austyn Luberda

Sr. Girls Basketball

Jessica Heupel
Amanda Northcott
Ali Dempsey
Rachel St. Pierre
Samantha Secord
Christine Chauvet
Amber Krieger
Haley Getzinger
Meagan Schlachter
Julia Heupel
Jessica Malyk
Kelsey Flaming

Jr. Boys Basketball

Brandon Besant
Chad Chessall
Ben Dewling
Jordan Dunning
Evan Grise

Kiran Kawa
Jacob Melville
Eddy Nkerabahizi
Zach Persson
Matthew Purschke
Cale Schlecker
Michel St. Pierre

THUNDER SPORTS

Athletes of the Month

Nick Larocque has been a true
for the Sr. Boys Volleyball team this seaséie lead
the team with passion and intensity, and focused
improvement each practice and
tournament. Nick was a key fac
tor in the many successes of the
Sr. Boys this season including a
very decisive Bronze Medal vict
ry in the 3A zone championship:s
hosted at STA on November 18
19". Congratulations and well
done!

Taylor Ash was a leader on the court, exemplifyifg
team spirit and competitiveness throughout the vg
leyball season. As setter, Taylor helped guide the

team throughout the year and eventually to a stro
third place finish at zones. Her,
positive attitude and work ethig
were second to none, and she
always pushed herself and he
teammates to strive for their
very best. Taylor consistently
represented herself, her team
and STA with pride and good
sportsmanship. Congratulatior
Taylor!

19

Jr. Girls Basketball

Sally Morris
Chelsea Fitzgerald
Alison Flaming
Jaclyn Chauvet
Megan Schlecker
Chelsea Mahaffey
Kailey Dickson
Amanda Carriere
Katie Turner

Julia Robertson
Kirsten Weisbrod
Danielle Upshall
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What's New in Sports?

Volleyball Season Winds Up Basketball Season Begins

STA Volleyball has yvrapped up for anothe_r season, and <”Mot on the heels of a successful Volleyball season, basket-
our coaches would like to congratulate their teams on theball coaches (and liaisons) Mr. Delano, Mr. Dickson, Mrs

hard work and sportsmanship demonstrated this season. DeLancey, Ms. Stefaniw, Mr. Huculak, Mr. Boyko and Mr.

Some highlights include: . . )
q The Sr. Boys won a bronze medal at the Boys 3A Prqulx are put_tlng our basketball athletes through their pac
es in preparation for a great season.

Zone Championship, which was hosted at STA this
year.

1 The Sr. Girls made it to zones and initiated a fund-
raiser to help a fellow athlete battling cancer.

Tournament play begins the first weekend of December and
will continue into the new year. We look forward to the
Thunder Invitational during the last week of February. Stay

E Pﬁg jx gg;ssw;hsgoig Igtzz%r;misé. tuned for more basketball news!
1 The Gr. 9 Boys had an excellent year, bringing

home medals in two of their tournaments and fin-

ishing third in league play. A special congratul dtion g
1 Gr. 9 Girls Volleyball team won two tournaments Jacob Melville for being selected to play on fhe

and nearly a division title. Alberta Winter Games UL5 volleyball team

competing in Spruce Grove this February.

FOOTBALL VICTORY!

The junior football team wrapped up their season in November with @SRellacking of Harry Ainlay
to win the City Championship. The win cemented a perfect season as the boys wkimt Bague play
and earned Parkland its first city championship since 2008.




Ms . Re hmann

ence 10 classes got a haruis experi-

ence using acanning electron microscope
(SEM)n class. The microscope is

brought to schools and students are
provided with samples for investigation.
The SEM, provided by Hitachi High

Technologies
Canada, has ¥’
power mag- .
nification of !
30 000x and 2
uses samples .
straight from B
the environ-
ment.

Thank you

Parent Council!!!
The staff at STA were
surprised with (and
thrilled by) a delicious
spread of food before
our second night of Par
ent Teacher Interviews,
Your kindness and con
sideration were much
appreciated!

Congratulations to Grad¢
11 studentHolly
Grimes as her Christ-
mas card desigwas cho-
sen from among all the
entries from Grades 12
in the ECSRD Christma
Card Contest and will
appear on
Christmas card,!

JJ

\‘ :};’..

November Highlights

Nanotechnology

Welcome Lesia Stefaniw!

Mlees{aeStetanivt is tiie fiewd-eod Studie
teacher at STA. She comes to us afte
teaching for the past 4 years in Edmon_
ton, and has taught foods in both the
Junior High and Senior High settings! * ©o
She absolutely loves to see student] 4
cook, bake, create and have fun in the ;
kitchen! s
# ™= Leisa looks forward to a fun and reward
#8 ing year at STA, and can be contacted 3 ;
Istefaniw@ecsrd.ca. = ‘

and Mr.

There will be no January newslettd.
Please check www.stachs.ca for ugto
date information.

Welcome to Umi Kobayashi, an
exchange student from Hokkaido
Japan who will be spending the
next two months with STA stu-
dent Megan Dargatz as part of a
school exchange.

nge

Also, our previous Japanese Rex
teacher, Akie Kambayashi , will
be returning to STA from Japan
for a visit with 12 of her stu-
dents!! We look forward to wel-
coming them on January &nd
9,

Japanese Excha

Sensei Abe, Mr. Hagen and Japa-
nese 10 students from STA spent S
a day exploring Japante Insti- &
tute for Innovation in Second Lan-(@
guage Education in Edmonton.
While there they took part in o
sessions about: Taiko and Karate,©
raditigna dapce, fogver arrange- §<l
ment, tea ceremonies, origami, 1]
calligraphy and kimonos.




InYour Computer Corner The Fine Arts at STA

Art
While many students enjoyed the Remembrance Day long week-

end, the Techanators Video Team were working with the City of . .

Spruce Grove livestreaming the Remembrance Day Ceremonies/A8 the season of Advent is upon us, the Visual Art Classe
the Tri Leisure Center. The group included: Directedon Stach, are gearing up to decorate and celebrate the coming of
Camera operators Matt Doyle and Greg Rylance, Switch opera- Christ. Art 10 class has completed a mosaic painting

tor - Chris Lee, Online coordinator Jared Weisbrod. based on the nativity, the Art 20 class is busy creating Il

Assistance and guidance to the team was also provided by Lawri In.ated Manuscript Letters illustrating their favorite
Seligman of the City of Spruce Grove who shared from his exper hristmas Carols and the Advanced Art Classes are de-
ence as a former director of CBC Television programs. signing one of a kind Christmas Cards for the school of-

fice to share with all t h
A rehearsal allowed them to prepare for the service Friday morn-
ing linking 2 HD cameras through a video switcher to broadcast
the event via the STA Techanator Internet channel on the Ustrea
web service.

Rance

The STA Dance Team has completed their annual Calen
Live Streaming is a technology that allows broadcasting events d a r shoot . This year s cal
through the Internet and, as intended, was viewed by some gratefiy}ilable for purchase the last week of classes in Decem
Spruce Grove Veterans who were sick or unable to attend the ber. Each Calendar costs $10 and money will go towards

event in person. Viewers were also asked to participate sharing .
their support for the veterans during the broadcast through chat the purchase of new costumes for our June Recital.

areas. Save the date, Tuesday January), P012. Grade 9 Dance
This is advance video work for our CTS students who must makeaﬂd the STA Dance Tea_m are performing their end _Of _the
numerous decisions live as the event unfolds. Again, special tharg@mester dances at Horizon Stage at 6:30pm. Admission

to Lawrie Seligman who gave direction during the event, based offee and various genres of dance will surely dazzle the at
his years of professional experience. dience

As their teacher of our Media, Design and Communications in )
CTS, Mr. Veldhoen noted numerous improvements in their underBand and Choir
standing of video presentation during the event and with editing,

which continued for the week following the service. Both Jon andThe STA Concert bands and choir will be hosting their

Greg also were able to share from their experience of the Albert .
Skills competition, in which they represented St. Thomas this yei%nnual Christmas concert on Tuesday December 20th at

The Techanators are a strong team, building on a shared passior7:00 PM in the STA gym. Admission is free, but a mone-
for video production. tary donation to Santa's Anonymous would be greatly ap-

To see some of the resulting work, edited since Nov"14lide preciated. Come out and get yourself in the holiday spir-

shows and video are being postedhétip://orchard.stachs.ca/video/ t!
livestreaming.html
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For Your Information...

As the Semester Comes to a
Cl oseé

An overall average of 65% or higher is recomme
ed for students who wish to continue in the aca-
demic stream of core courses. Should your son
daughter achieve lower than 65%, their teacher yvill
likely contact you recommending that they transfer
into the less rigorous course option.

Pl ease contact the col
teachers with any concerns about course selecti
for the 20122013 school year based on term ong
marks.

n
DN

Volunteers Needed

The Alberta Winter Games are being held in Pa

land County from February-22th, 2012, and ST

will be acting as a host village for over 200 athleje
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School Trip to Europe

streets of Europe, this time in Germany, Austria and
Hungary. For nine days over spring break we will v

ence as much of the history and culture of these icd
places as we can.

Reminder to Parents of students attending the trip:

STA staff and students will once again be roaming the

Sit

The next parent council meeting is Monday, Janugry

Munich, Salzburg, Vienna and Budapest and will eqperi-
hnic

5, ii{ palgneg mugt heppidsin fullby,Dpcemiendp. | g 5
HomelL ogic
Remember that HomelLogic remains one of your Qest
sources of information| abol
This site provides you with attendance, marks, scljool
and class information. If you have any trouble accegsing
pyour HImé.bgle ckdun, pléase@dniadt thedsthoof. O Tt
YR | NI &ao0OKz22fao
F HLULyUA . S f oSN
sPares COBBAL g+ OKSR G2 G(KAa

. 30, 2012.

Upcoming SU Events:
Dec. 16: Ugly Sweater Day and Hot Choco; _ _ _
late served at lunch in the Rotunda STA will be holding a dqemin
January: Exam week will be PJ week watch the website for the date.
Exams at STA...
Hereds some info for those of you who will be fxper

1. Students attend school only on the days they have scheduled exams. No regular attendance is taken.

2. Busses run as normal

3. Those students who either have no way in to, or no way home from an exam, have access to the dafete-

ria and the library for studying.

No food service will take place during exam week.
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Student Services

Grade 12 students are encouraged to make

appointment to see counsellors if they have gny

guestions about postecondary requirements o
applications.

In December, algrade twelve students will
receive a copy of their St. Thomas Aquinas traf-
script, their Alberta Education transcript, thei
entire grade 12 time table and a graduation r
quirement checklist.

Please ensure that you check over these papg
with your child and remind them to return the
completed form to the office so that their grad-
uation requirement checklist may be verified.

Aepresentatives from U of A, NAIT, Gran\

MacEwan and Concordia held lunch sessions
for students interested in information on regis-
tering with their institutions throughout No-
vember.

Students interested in applying to pest
secondary institutions are encouraged to makée
applications soon if they have not done so al-
ready. They should also be actively seeking

scholarship, award and bursary opportunities.

Information and assistance is available throug

student services. /

(" N

Looking for career, education and employment
information and options? Check out:

-

http://alis.alberta.ca/
http://www.tradesecrets.gov.ab.ca
http://www.careercruising.com

(user name: stthomas password: aquinas

J

G

,
Information on Diploma Prep Courses i
available from Counsellors

\, v

Gnal exams are fast approaching!}

reminder to all students, start to pre-
pare early to avoid burn out and
stress. If any student would like a
package of study skill strategies or co
quering test anxiety information, plea
come and see us in the counselling of
fice. Have a merry, relaxing Christ-
mas!

\_

Gyou are a parent of a student with}
IPP, please make sure to meet with
Theresa Lotz, (Special Education Coo
dinator) to sign your child's IPP.
Please contact Theresa Lotz, at 780
962-1585 if you have any questions or
concerns as we near the end of the se

mester.
g J

Gm Goodmurphy from Careers, Th)
Next Generation will be in to talk
about the Registered Apprenticeship
Program to Grade 10 Calm classes in
December. Be sure to ask him (or our
counsellors) about the many oppor-
tunity the RAP program offers those
students who are interested in a caree

in the trades after high school.




JANUARY 2012
Examinati on Sghedul e

Wednesday, Jan®army 1hl m30Lab:mil52 Mezz & Library
(The rest of the sEnmngleinds P20t A
are in regular cl Esges-2pP&HROt A

Thursday, Janu&ryo0lizalm3OLabmm. 152, 153, Mezz & Library
(The rest of the SboddhtP&HOt A
are in regular clSoxda&d . PEOLt A

Wednesday, Janluaasrty DlaBy Of Cl asses For 1@r%)/ 12 (**Move Do

Thursday, Janu&@ry01lielmoOo@y m. 1: 00 7B: M0 pGymm
Engl i-4dh P&#0t B Mat h 10C
Engl i-2h P&#0t B Mat hi 310
Engi20
Eng-20
Eng 2@/ 30
Friday, Januaryazs® Day Of Classes For 9

9: 007TA41m30 alwym 1: 00p3 :m0 O pGymm
&

Socid4l Paot B* Engil0 Honour s
Soci2al Paot B* Engi2o0
Science 24 Mat hi 12 0
Mat hi 220
Monday, JanuarQ: 2@1 41 m00 Gy mm. 1: 001TB: MO Gy m.
Soci al 9 * Soci al 10
Scienke 20 Soci a2 10
Soci a4 10
Tuesday, Janua2y0@24dd1m00 Gy mm 1: 00 -%:. nO0. Gy M
Bi ol ogy 30 * 42 Biology 20
Science 9 * 92Science 10 & Honours
Science 114
Wednesday, Jan9uaOOyi 8215m0 0 Gy .mm 1: 00 -:. 0. Gy M
Math 30 Applied *L.A. 9 Midterm
Math 30 Pure *
Soci a2 20
Soci &1 &OHonour s
Thur sday, JanuSarOy0 i2h61 m0 0 Gy .mm 1:00-%: M0. By M
Chemistry 30 * Math 9 Midterm
Chemi stry 20 & Honours
Friday, JanuarQy: 020/T 241 m00 Gy .mm 1: 00 -%:. nO. Gy M
Physics 30 * French 9
Physics 20 French 10
French 20
Monday, Janua2r:y0 03i0h1 mO O Gy mm. 1:00-%.00. p. m
Science 30F* Grade 8 Orientation

Tuesday, January BD Day * Denotes a Diploma or PA°



STONY PLAIN
PusLIC
LIBRARY

= .

READER

December 2011
Merry Christmas!
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Monday
Scan t
view o0
f ol

5
1:00 PM-ESL.
Conversation Cir-
cle 3:30 PM-
Homework Club

12
1:00 PM-ESL
Conversation Cir-
cle
£:00 PMVI-
Christmas around
the world

19
1:00 PM-ESL.
Conversation Cir-
cle

26

3oxing Day
*

4
b

2 K[| 0
Tuesday

his int
ur webs

6

6:30 PM-Pajama
story time - Christ-
mas Party
6:30 PM-Junior
Author's Club Gr.
1-6

13
10:30 AM-Walk &
Talk Book Club
6:30 PM-Armchair
Travel Adventures

20
1:00 PM-Home
School Drama

27
Library closed

3 Scan this i
% phone to v

Qa

Wednesday Thursday

1
smart p
d Logrertrat mo
Cirtle
7:00 PM-Evening
book club
7 8

1:00 PM-Craft
Circle

2:00 PM-Drop-in
device help

3:30 PM-Free to
Be Me After
School Club

14 15
2:00 PM-Drop-in 1:00 PM-Craft
device help Circle
3:30 PM-Free to
Be Me After
School Club;
4:00 PM-Teen
Advisory Group
6:30 PM-
Gingerbread house
making
21 22
2:00 PM-Drop-in
device help
3:30 PM-Free to
Be Me After
School Club;

28
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Friday Saturday
2 3
1b:60 AnEready O
topy tim
?0:?75 - n-
Preschool story
time
9 10
10:00 AM-Teddy
Story time
10:45 AM-
Preschool story
time
16 17
10:00 AM-Teddy
Story time
10:45 AM-
Preschool story
time
1:30 PM-Book
Club
23 24
10:00 AM-Teddy Library closing at
Story time 2 pan.
10:45 AM- &
Preschool story
time 3

30 31
10:00 AM-Teddy Library closing at

o
d
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ALBERTA

Winter
Games

FEBRUARY 9-12

SPRUCE GROVE ¢ PARKLAND COUNTY e STONY PLAIN

The Al berta Wi nter G S are comin
P |

Februdny

During this ti me ourArscchheoroyl Swa ol dA shmeV ¢
| et edsi nvidrldaeggre t o house athletes fro

VI LLAGE SUPERVI SORS NEEDED! FOR O
ARE YOU I NTERESTED?

Wor king under the direction of the S
duty in our school 24 hours a day fo
hours in |l ength and you may voluntee
i nterest and availability. Games at

Ot her Games Vol unteer Opportuni
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